
 As you know, LNPs are being set up across the country, in order to 

drive positive change in the local natural environment, contribute to 

achieving Government’s national environmental objectives and 

become local champions, influencing decision‐makers and working 

closely with Local Enterprise Partnerships and Health and Wellbeing 

Boards. 

The Bedfordshire & Luton Green Infrastructure Consortium secured LNP status in 

July 2012, and since then has been developing this to create a platform from which 

to take the far‐reaching work of the LNP forward.  In April 2013 I was elected as 

Chairman of the LNP, and in October 2013 the Bedfordshire Local Nature 

Partnership Board was established. Find out more about the BLNP Board in this 

issue.  

The role of Local Nature Partnerships is to enable local leadership and operate 

across administrative boundaries. They will raise awareness about the services and 

benefits of a healthy natural environment, and contribute to the green economy 

and complement Local Enterprise Partnerships. 

 

 Cllr Richard Stay,  

Chairman of Bedfordshire Local Nature Partnership  
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From left to right; James Russell, Bob Wallace, Sue Maccabe, Lloyd Conaway (just visible), Cameron 
Adams, Jon Balaam, Pippa Cheetham, Laura Kitson (Management steering group), David Spivack 
 
Board members were elected in 2013 and represent the following areas; 
 
Cllr Richard Stay, Central Bedfordshire Council—Chairman of BLNP 

Jon Balaam, The Greensand Trust— Vice Chairman of BLNP, Nature, Community, Land management, Sustainability 

Cameron Adams, Environment Agency—Defra/Government representation 

Laura Church, Luton Borough Council—Local Authority, SEMLEP 

Sue Maccabe, Cosine UK—Economic development 

Pippa Cheetham, O & H Properties—Development industry, SEMLEP 

Bob Wallace, Bedford Access Forum—Access for whole of BLNP area 

Lloyd Conaway, Team Beds and Luton—Sports, Tourism 

Oliver Burke, BCN Wildlife Trust—Nature conservation, Northamptonshire LNP 

James Russell, Forest of Marston Vale—Nature, Forestry, Farming, Climate change and sustainability, Bedford to MK Waterway 

David Spivack, RSPB—Nature conservation, employment, climate change, land management 

Jon Boswell, Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity—Community engagement, social housing, local transport, arts and culture 

Joel Carre, Bedford Borough Council—Local authority,  
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Catchment Partnership 

 
The Greensand Trust was successful in its 
application to the Environment Agency for 
funding to host a sub-catchment partnership 
of the Upper Ouse & Bedford 
Catchment.  We are welcoming input from 
any individuals, organisations, landowners or 
community groups who would like a say in 
the future of river and water management 
and the wider environment in the 
Bedfordshire Ouzel.  

 
Please help us by spending just a few 
minutes filling in the questionnaire on-
line https://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/72X576Y 

 
The Water Framework Directive guides work 
to improve the condition of waterways and 
water bodies in the UK and EU. Catchment 
Partnerships are a Defra initiative to assist in 
the delivery of the European Water 
Framework Directive.  We are consulting a 
wide range of organisations, groups and 
individuals to discover the main issues relating 
to our rivers, streams, canals, ponds and 
lakes; and identify improvements which will 
benefit both wildlife and people. 

 
Local knowledge is crucial in the development 
of this catchment plan so an on-line survey is 
open (until 21st March 2014) to all who 
wish to comment. We want to hear your 
thoughts about your local stretch of the river 
- what you like about it, what you don't like, 
what would help you love it more; and finally 
what you can suggest be done to improve it. 
(Even if you don't live near to the river, 
stream etc, we'd still like to hear from you if 
you have comments to make about it!) 

 
The Bedfordshire Ouzel catchment includes 
the River Ouzel and its tributaries in the 
West of Bedfordshire and the Grand Union 
Canal and other water bodies included in the 
area shown on the maps overleaf.  
We are sharing this survey with the BRCC 
who are undertaking parallel work for the 
River Ivel and its tributaries.  If you live or 
work in either of these areas, please do take 
the time to complete our survey (you may be 
required to fill it in for both catchments if you 
live and/or work in the two catchment areas). 

  
The results of the survey will be fed into a 
workshop and then into the Bedfordshire 
section of the Ouzel catchment plan and the 
wider Upper Ouse and Bedford Catchment 
Plan.  

 
We will be holding a workshop and guided 
walk to help identify issues and solutions 
within the catchment. If you would like 
further details please fill in your details at the 
end of the survey.    

 
For more information contact Alexe Rose via 
alexe.rose@greensandtrust.org or  

call 01525 234260 



Bedfordshire section of River Ouzel map  
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River Ivel and tributaries map 



Bedfordshire and Luton Green 

Infrastructure Consortium 

c/o The Greensand Trust 

Rushmere Country Park 

Linslade Road 

Heath & Reach 

LU7 0EB 

Contact us: 

01525 234260 

Alexe.Rose@greensandtrust.org 

It’s the economy, naturally. SEMLEP document about the relationship 
between the economy and the environment http://www.semlep.com/green-
economy/ 

 

Building a Green Infrastructure in for Europe, 2013 http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/nature/ecosystems/docs/green_infrastructure_broc.pdf 

 

The Mosaic Approach: Managing Habitats for Species, Natural England 
2013, is a series of interactive guides introducing the mosaic approach to 
conservation and how to implement it in different habitats. http://
publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6415972705501184?
category=6074729802760192  

 

Natural England has released a report, Greening Dementia,  2013, on the 
barriers and benefits facing dementia sufferers in accessing the natural 
environment. Access to local greenspace can have a positive effect on 
sufferers’ quality of life. http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/
publication/6578292471627776 

 

Green infrastructure can attract inward investment and act as a catalyst for 

wider regeneration according to  Green Infrastructure’s contribution to 

economic growth: a review, 2013, Defra.  

Useful information and links to recently published documents 

 

Bedfordshire LNP AGM 

Date and time to be confirmed 
 

There are a couple of spaces remaining for 

presentations at the full meeting of the BLNP.  

If you have a project or initiative you would like to 

present to the partnership please contact 

Alexe.Rose@greensandtrust.org 


