
It has been a busy few months for the 

Bedfordshire Local Nature Partnership 

(BLNP)  as we grow and develop as a 

partnership.  There have been some 

changes on the Board as people have 

moved on and new people have joined, 

bringing fresh ideas and insight.  Read 

more about these on page 4. But the Board 

itself continues to develop and get a grip of 

its role. 

These are challenging times, and one of the BLNP’s most important roles is 

to make sure that the natural environment is one of the key areas 

considered by planners and other key decision makers, developers and 

businesses.   The BLNP has therefore made representations to the draft 

Central Bedfordshire Development Strategy and Land North of Luton 

consultations, and also to Luton Borough Council’s early consultation on 

their Local Plan. 

We have also been forging links with the South East Midlands Local 

Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP) and its constituent LNPs within 

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire.  

We look forward to welcoming you to the AGM on 18th May where we will be 

able to tell you more about the activities planned for the coming year and of 

course we will be electing a new Chair & Board  

 Cllr Richard Stay,  

Chairman of Bedfordshire Local Nature Partnership  

Update from the Chairman 

Newsletter 

March 2015 
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Rural Development Funding secured across Bedfordshire 

A local partnership, led by Bedfordshire 

Rural Communities Charity (BRCC) and the 

Greensand Trust, has been awarded an 

earmarked grant of £1.66m from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund (HLF) through its Landscape 

Partnership (LP) programme for its ‘Secrets 

of the Sands’ project.  

The project aims to establish the Greensand 

Ridge area of Bedfordshire as a living and 

working landscape that is cherished by 

present and future generations.  The project 

is due to start in July 2016 and will run until 

December 2020. Development funding of 

£133,400 has also been awarded to help 

BRCC and the Greensand Trust progress 

their plans to apply for the full grant in April 

2016.  

Through a wide variety of activities, the 

‘Secrets of the Sands’ project will provide 

opportunities for local residents and visitors 

to the area to engage with and celebrate the 

rich history, culture and landscape of the 

Greensand Ridge.  

Alongside heathland, woodland and parkland 

restoration, conservation and promotion, 

there are plans for the development of 

themed walking, cycling and horse riding 

trails supported by local heritage information, 

interpretation and artworks, community arts 

and storytelling events, a photographic 

competition, a heritage roadshow and 

festival and also educational outreach. To 

ensure that the benefits of the Landscape 

Partnership continue well beyond the life of 

the funding, formal and informal training in 

heritage skills, conservation management 

and promotion training will also be on offer.   

 

With thanks to Lisa King for the photo 

“Sands of Time” - success for the Greensand Ridge Landscape Partnership 

Three ‘Local Action Groups’, between them 

covering most of rural Bedfordshire have 

successfully bid for funding from the Rural 

Development Programme for England, 

bringing in significant levels of funding until 

2020. This funding will support a range of 

priorities, including supporting micro and 

small businesses and farm diversification; 

boosting rural tourism; increasing farm and 

forestry productivity; and providing rural 

services and cultural and heritage activities. 

Local programmes of work will be 

developed by the ‘Local Action Groups’ - 

partnerships of people from the local 

community and the local public and private 

sectors. 

Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Claylands 

Local Action Group have secured 

£1,625,000. For more information, contact 

Lisa King at BRCC (Lisak@bedsrcc.org.uk) 

The Greensand Ridge Local Action Group 

has secured £1,443,000. For more 

information, contact Lisa King as above. 

The Chilterns Local Action Group has 

secured £1,515,000. For more information, 

contacat Heather Dean at NGage Solutions

(heather.dean@ngagesolutions.co.uk) 
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Catchment Partnerships Update 

Both of Bedfordshire’s Catchment 

Partnerships continue to develop, with 

Groundwork and Cranfield University 

continuing to jointly host the Luton Lea 

Catchment Partnership for the River Lea in 

Luton and Central Bedfordshire, while 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity host 

the Upper and Bedford Ouse Catchment 

Partnership.  

 

The Luton Lea Catchment Partnership has 

l a u n c h e d  a  d e d i c a t e d  w e b s i t e 

(www.riverleacatchment.org.uk), while the 

Upper and Bedford Ouse Catchment 

Partnership’s website (www.ubocp.org.uk) 

will be live in April.  Both websites provide 

information about projects and the 

waterbodies in each Catchment Partnership 

area. Bids to DEFRA to continue the work 

into 2015/16 have been submitted by both 

Catchment Partnerships, with results 

expected soon.   

On the Luton Lea, proposals to the 

Environment Agency for feasibility work and 

subsequent build of Sustainable Drainage 

Systems (SuDS) in a number of green spaces 

have been successful, and bids for community 

engagement including a volunteer river 

monitoring programme have also been 

submitted to funders.   

 

The Upper and Bedford Ouse Catchment 

Partnership has submitted a bid to the 

‘Catchment Partnership Action Fund’ for a 

series of in-channel habitat improvements on 

the Ivel, Ouzel and Tove.   

 

The Environment Agency is currently 

consulting on the Anglian River Basin 

Management Plan and is encouraging feedback 

on the process which closes on 10th April – 

see: https://www.gov.uk/government/

consultations/update-to-the-draft-river-basin-

management-plans  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/update-to-the-draft-river-basin-management-plans
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/update-to-the-draft-river-basin-management-plans
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/update-to-the-draft-river-basin-management-plans
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Following the election of our initial Board in 
2013, there have been some changes as 
people have moved on and the Board has 
identified key gaps in its remit to fill.  During 
2014 and early 2015 the Board said farewell 
to: 
 
 Joel Carré—who left Bedford Borough 

Council and is now Head of Streets and 
Open Spaces at Cambridge City Council 

 Laura Church—Luton Borough Council 
 David Spivack—RSPB—who has moved on 

to become UK Director of the Falklands 
Conservation Trust 

Thanks go to Joel, Laura and David for their 
contributions to the establishment of the 
BLNP, we wish them well for the future.  
 
We have also welcomed two new faces to the 
Board. 

 
Edward Phillips — Luton 
Hoo Estate Director 
 
Since 2007, Edward has 
been the Estate Director 
of the Luton Hoo Estate, 
a family estate covering 
just under 1100 acres 
on the Bedfordshire/
Hertfordshire border, 
where he leads a 15 

strong team in the day to day management of 
the estate and its various enterprises. The 
estate is heavily diversified with residential 
and commercial property lets, an in hand farm 
with a contracting operation, historic walled 
garden, and renowned film location. During 
his tenure he has been responsible for the 
siting of Land Rover Experience driving centre 
on the estate and has developed the Estate’s 
green credentials that will shortly result in a 
250kw solar photovoltaic array being installed. 
Separately, he is the Director of his own event 
production and catering company that runs 

The Conservatory in the Walled Garden, a 
dedicated event space situated within the 
Walled Garden of the Luton Hoo Estate that 
has been developed over the last 5 years. 
Previously, this company supplied ASDA for 
7 years with a significant range of local 
produce that was sold in 26 stores in the 
region. Away from the estate, Edward sits 
on the Bedfordshire committee of the Game 
and Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT), 
the board of the Bedfordshire Local Nature 
Partnership (BLNP), is vice-chairman elect 
for the Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire 
committee of the Country Land and 
Business Association (CLA) as well as 
sitting on the CLA committee for the 
Business of the Rural Economy.  
 

 
Jackie Golding —  
Bedford Borough 
Council, Head of 
Public Health 
 
Jackie is Head of 
Public Health for the 
Bedford Borough 
Public Health Team 
and as such, provides 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
leadership of the 

adult and older people’s team.  Her role also 
involves providing specialist public health 
advice on the delivery of the Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy priorities in relation to 
adults and older people, and providing 
strategic and operational support to reduce 
health inequalities, focusing particularly on 
vulnerable groups in the Borough. 
 
She hopes to work in partnership with 
members of the BLNP to champion the 
natural environment as a way of securing 
good health and wellbeing for the 
Bedfordshire and Luton population. 

In view of these changes to Board membership, the Board is reviewing its membership to 
ensure that all the necessary sectors and skills are represented. Current gaps that we’re 
looking to cover are around economic regeneration and nature conservation. 
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Branding Update—Sneak Peek! 

As the 

Bedfordshire Local 

Nature Partnership 

develops we have 

also been 

developing our 

identity.  BRCC 

have contributed 

time to work with 

the Board on a 

new logo and 

identity—here’s a 

first peek at the 

new BLNP logo.  

BRCC are also working on a website for the BLNP, which will be up and running later this year.   

As we look to develop the LNP web site we need some images that are able to convey a sense 

of Bedfordshire’s unique landscape.  If you have images that you are happy for us to use 

please use the following link: https://dbinbox.com/BRCC  

We are particularly interested in pictures that: 

•         are of iconic places or buildings within their landscape 

•         of people enjoying being outdoors in Bedfordshire 

•         of new residential, civic or commercial development/s in Bedfordshire within their 

 landscape potentially showing wild places or wildlife around/close by or in the 

 foreground 

•         of transport routes (road, rail, cycle and water ways) and or vehicles, with natural 

 landscape around 

•         of Bedfordshire’s rural industries in action such as farming or forestry; planting, cropping, 

 spraying, storing, packing, distribution etc. 

These images need to be free from copyright and free to use by the LNP and with permission 

already given by any people shown. Credits will be given to the photographer.  Thank you. 

SEMLEP Event—diary date 

SEMLEP, (the South East Midland Local 

Enterprise Partnership), and the four Local 

Nature Partnerships within the SEMLEP area 

are holding an event on the morning of 16th 

July at the Marston Vale Forest Centre. This 

will be open to all organisations that operate 

within the SEMLEP area with an interest in 

the natural environment. Please hold this 

date in your diaries – further information 

will be available nearer the time. 



Bedfordshire Local Nature 

Partnership  

c/o The Greensand Trust 

Rushmere Country Park 

Linslade Road 

Heath & Reach 

LU7 0EB 

Contact us: 

01525 234260 

info@greensandtrust.org 

Useful information and links to published documents 

Date for your diary: Monday 18th May, 2.00 

BLNP AGM, venue TBC 

Natural England—Monitoring Engagement with the Natural Environment. 

Results of a five year survey looking at how people relate to the natural 

environment show that enthusiasm for spending time outside relaxing 

and unwinding, watching wildlife, enjoying the scenery and keeping 

healthy has increased. 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/

publication/6579788732956672?category=47018 

 

Natural Capital: The Natural Capital Committee published its third State 

of Natural Capital report in January 2015, The report presents a series of 

potential environmental investments that offer good economic returns 

such as peatland restoration and woodland planting. It also sets out an 

innovative framework for corporation to take account of their natural 

capital.  

https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/home.html 

 

Call for a ‘Nature and Wellbeing Act’ from RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2014/10/29/act-nature-calls-new-law-

support-recovery-nature-and-improve-peoples-wellbeing 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

Secretary of State Lord 

De Mauley visited 

Leighton-Linslade in 

the summer to see the 

work of “Keep the Buzz 

in Leighton Buzzard”, 

l e d  b y  S o u t h 

Bedfordshire Friends of 

the Earth and Leighton-

L i n s l a d e  T o w n 

Council.  BLNP Vice 

Chairman Jon Balaam and Management Steering Group member John 

Comont were both invited as part of the programme.  Lord De Mauley 

praised the energy and enthusiasm of local volunteers, highlighting the 

importance of such activity to the National Pollinator Strategy.  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6579788732956672?category=47018
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6579788732956672?category=47018
https://www.naturalcapitalcommittee.org/home.html
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2014/10/29/act-nature-calls-new-law-support-recovery-nature-and-improve-peoples-wellbeing
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2014/10/29/act-nature-calls-new-law-support-recovery-nature-and-improve-peoples-wellbeing

