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What is Natural Capital? What are 
Ecosystem Services?

• Natural Capital = the sum 
of our ecosystems, 
freshwater, land, soils, 
minerals, air and seas.  

• Elements of nature that 
directly or indirectly bring 
value to people and the 
environment

• Ecosystem Services = the 
functions and products 
from nature that can be 
turned into benefits



Different types of Ecosystem Service



Why is this approach important?

• Fundamental within 25 Year 
Environment Plan – build 
into decision-making 
processes and growth plans

• Inform Biodiversity and 
Environmental Net Gain

• Inform Local Nature 
Recovery Strategies and 
Networks

• Inform new Environmental 
Land Management Scheme

• Inform action on climate 
change, surface water 
management, recreation 
planning and more.



The Baseline



Ecosystem Service Modelling & 
Mapping – Capacity & Demand



Baseline Ecosystem Service Valuation –
the Benefits



Habitat opportunities – Buffers and Stepping Stones



Water flow regulation opportunity areas



Combined ESS opportunitess – new woodland



Combined ESS opportunities – new 
woodland (Biodiversity Focus)



Driving Forward Opportunities

• How to use this evidence base?

• How do opportunity areas correspond with 
existing / potential projects?

• How do opportunities fit with other strategic 
priorities?

• How do we ensure Bedfordshire projects have 
a strategic profile?

• Workshop in February 2022



Opportunities for Semi-Natural 
Grassland



Opportunities for Water flow Regulation



Air Quality Regulation Opportunities



Access to Greenspace Opportunities



Combined ESS – Opportunities for new woodland


